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CADS-NCD experienced minimal growth this past season and was able to keep the numbers up just over last years membership across the board.  There was just a slight increase in skiers and the turnover of volunteers was low.  This was inspiring seeing we experienced a global recession. Lucky for us The National Capital Region was able to weather the storm better than others.  We certainly had to exercise caution in our spending and we will need to continue to monitor our future needs as we are not out of the woods yet.  All efforts for fundraising dollars must be thought out carefully and pursued with vigour.  With a good winning attitude we will do just fine.  

Calabogie Peaks was extremely busy this season hosting a number of events.  The Ontario Paralympic Games came to town with the great participation from our top Eastern Canadian Para Alpine Racers.  Teaming up with the K2's to put on quite a "Spectac" will be talked about for years to come.  With the Dickson Manner at the base of the mountain it cast the perfect setting for this Festival as these accommodations made things so much more convenient for all.  This carried over to the Paralympics in Vancouver and the Canadian Para Alpine Championships on Vancouver Island where a number of our racers excelled.  We also had a group of CADS-NCD Calabogie members on course at the Paralympics putting in some very long hours to make it happen.  Thanks once again to all involved.  The Community Living Day was held in February with a good turnout of skiers and volunteers.  Members from other programs showed their support by helping out with instruction.  This support was witnessed once again when a number of them headed out to Owl's Head to assist with the Soldier-On event hosted there.  This will pay big dividends when we get the chance to host our own Soldier-On Days hopefully later in 2011.  One more thing is to thank those who travelled to Snowmass Colorado to assist our American Veterans during their Winter Sports Clinic.

Camp Fortune's Ski Hawks were very busy compared to previous years with a full slate of Wednesday evenings.  From the first Wednesday in January right through until St. Pat's day without any cancellations.  Highlights included the Ski Improvement Days, the Annual Kobus Cup Race, “Gate Basher" Year End Fundraiser and of course the Year End Banquet down at Swagman Jack's.
Mont Cascades which runs their program on Saturdays was once again suffering from growing pains.  A number of new skiers started out and volunteers were a little thin to say the least.  But that didn't stop them from having another successful season, somehow they got it done.  Their year end Fun Day had to be the highlight with everyone participating in a Fun race and then a great Luncheon with Awards and prizes for all.  Fundraising by this group seems to come easy as they more than doubled their expectations once again.  

Edelweiss continues to lead the way as our biggest program with just over 90 skiers and 180 volunteers coming every week-end through January and February.  It is a never ending progression of improvements in safety, training volunteers and program management.  Things like having radio equipped supervisors, emergency response training with the Canadian Ski Patrol and the creation of their own sit-ski evacuation video improve operations.  Better instruction with the use of report books, assigned lessons and volunteers who focus on "Capabilities” and not limitations get better results.  The introduction of junior volunteers for High School credits, a revived Registration Database, Membership Cards and a fully Bilingual Web Site for better communication and retention.  Carving the Future was a big success again this year with a full week-end of activities for all to enjoy.  Ozzie told us this was his biggest crowd ever and vowed to be back next year. Volunteer Improvement Nights, Year End Fun Days and the Annual Year End Banquet, which can't be missed, rounded things off.

Pakenham had to put things together quickly this season as their fearless leader took on an assignment in war torn Afghanistan just prior to ski season.  Nice to have you back here Doug.  A new an improved storage facility was set up and many new CADS-NCD Pakenham jackets were purchased to make their presence at the hill more dominant.  It must have helped because the results from the Skill-a-Thon Fundraiser were outstanding.  Another Fundraiser at “Absolute Comedy” in Ottawa was also a great success.  Participation in the Annual Bus Trip to Mount St Sauveur was at an all time high as well.

My compliments go out to our Technical Committee, Black Diamond Program, Race Program and Recruiting for their added involvement.  Kudos to organizers of our Bus Trip, Golf Tournament, CADS-NCD Jacket Sales, Skill-a-Thons, Carving the Future, Ontario Para, Olympic Para and Canadian Para Alpine Championship Racers and Volunteers.
Thank you to the Board of Directors who made it all worth while once again this season.
Sincerely,
Bernie Simpson

President   

